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to some extent at least, by obtaining Irish Catholic support,
secured only by what were deemed promises, that Catholic
relief would certainly follow. ' In these circumstances, it was
not enough to have simply abandoned the helm; he ought to
have insisted on the king's adopting his measures, and had he
done so, he must have attained his object; and his subsequent
attitude has a look of insincerity if not worse. We fear it must
be said that, in his wish to accomplish the Union, he did not
scruple to allow the Irish Catholics to entertain hopes which,
he well knew, might not be fulfilled ; that he all but pledged
himself to them, through his Lord Lieutenant, though he felt
he might not be able to redeem the pledge; and that he
thought his conscience absolved by a resignation, which he
took care should not last long, without even trying to give
effect to a policy, to which he stood committed as a man and
a minister. The best excuses perhaps to be made for him are
that, in his ignorance of Ireland and her real state, he did not
understand all that was involved in the course he took, and
that, in the death struggle of 1804-5, he believed it was his
duty to become the Head of the State, without regard to
consistency, or too fine a sense of honour. A most un-
fortunate fact, nevertheless, remained: by one of those
accidents so frequent in Irish History, ^Catholic Ireland was
again deceived; what was done had only too much in common
with StraSorcTs " Graces," and the broken Treaty of Limerick.
Under the Constitution of 1782 Ireland unquestionably
made social and material progress; the ancient divisions
of blood and creed, which for centuries have kept her races
apart, and her feuds of class had, to some extent, disappeared.
In these circumstances it was not impossible, though, in our
judgment, it was not probable, that Grattan's ideal might have
been realised, that Ireland might have become "a nation,"
with a free Parliament and a -powerful landed gentry, the
respected superiors of a contented peasantry. But the French